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Policy Paper #3
Topic 3:
The Uninsured and Access to Care

Diane Rowland of the Kaiser Family Foundation opened her October 1, 2003 testimony to the Joint Economic Committee of the United States Congress with the following statement:

“Health insurance coverage remains one of the nation’s most pressing and persistent health care challenges…. Nearly 1 in 3 Americans (31%) rated increasing the number of Americans covered by health insurance as the ‘most important’ health issue for Congress and the President to deal with.”   She went on to argue that “…health insurance makes a difference in how people access the health care system and, ultimately, their health.”

You are to write a position paper on the uninsured and access to care.  The primary objective is to inform a U.S. Senator or Congressman (such as Representative Kagen), through the use of economic arguments and evidence, about these policy matters and potential responses.  Obviously, political calculations are critical to successful policy adoption but not for this paper.

Class on Tuesday, November 20th and paper topic #3 will be devoted to three subtopics:

1) Understanding the character of those without health insurance and the implications for both access to care and health

2) The potential cost of insuring those not covered

3) Policies to reduce the number of uninsured and to improve access to care

Volumes of material have been written on these subjects.  Four useful sources are: The Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured (www.kff.org), Health Affairs www.healthaffairs.org , the Covering America project at the Economic and Social Research Institute http://www.esresearch.org/covering_america.php, and Cover the Uninsured website (http://covertheuninsured.org)
Students will be expected to have read the following background material:

· “Chart Pack” from the Cover the Uninsured website: http://covertheuninsured.org/factssheets/chartpak.ppt
· “Caring for the Vulnerable,”  Health Affairs, Volume 26, Number 5 http://www.healthaffairs.org
· Hadley and Holahan “Covering the Uninsured: How Much Would it Cost?”  http://www.healthaffairs.org/WebExclusives/2204Hadley.pdf
The body of the paper must be typewritten, not exceed five double-spaced pages, and use a font no smaller than 12 point.  You may, however, add graphs, tables, and appendicies if you so choose.  As in previous papers, use the parenthetical form of referencing along with a complete reference list.  Papers are due on Monday, November 26th. Grammatical and other mechanical errors will reduce the value of your paper.

