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The first set of oral presentations focuses on cities in the Great Lakes region of the country.  For our purposes, that means students may choose to analyze cities in described in the Great Lakes Monitor.  Students will work in pairs for this project and be expected to provide the following information in their presentation:

· A profile of the area chosen that includes 
· Its demographic character

· Pertinent historical trends
· An aggregate portrait of the economy

· Description of the economic structure, characterized by items such as
· Employment by industry
· Established economic clusters

· Key infrastructure components
· Degree of export orientation

· Labor market characteristics

· Strengths – characteristics that suggest sustained economic growth for the city
· Weaknesses – characteristics that suggest reduced economic growth 
· Recommendations for how to improve or sustain economic vitality

Relevant reading

· Great Lakes Monitor – Tracking Economic Recession and Recovery in the 21 Largest Metropolitan Areas of the Great Lakes Region – www.brookings.edu
· Michael Porter – “Clusters and the New Economics of Competition” as well as “Clusters of Innovation”  http://www.isc.hbs.edu
· Richard Florida – “America’s Looming Creativity Crisis” and www.creativeclass.org
· Bruce Katz – “Diagnosing Cities: Lessons from America”  www.brookings.edu/metro/
· Ross DeVol, Armen Bedroussian, and Soojung Kim – “Best Performing Cities 2007: America’s Jobs are Created and Sustained” www.milkeninstitute.org
Useful data sources

· Brookings Living Cities Databook http://www.brookings.edu/es/urban/livingcities/databooks.htm
· Bureau of Labor Statistics http://www.bls.gov/data/home.htm.
· Bureau of Economic Analysis  http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/data.htm
· Statistical Abstract of the United States  http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab
