Fall 2008








   M. Finkler


Health Policy
Office Hours: 3:00 – 4:30 TuTh or by appointment
Phone: ext 6664

Texts:
Cutler, David M., Your Money or Your Life, Oxford University Press, 2005
Health Affairs (HA), May/June 2008, Volume 27, Number 3 (available from me - $15)
This seminar provides a multi-disciplinary approach to policy analysis. In contrast with previous versions of this course, our focus in 2008 will be on fundamental health policy reform – a topic that arises with regularity very 10 to 15 years.  Our discussion of reform will examine both what other countries have done and the uniqueness of the American context.  Literature will be drawn from a variety of places with the health policy journal Health Affairs a primary source.  To provide a coherent comprehensive approach to health policy and to highlight the nature of the choices before us, we will read David Cutler’s book, Your Money or Your Life.  The other articles and presentations identified in the syllabus can be found at my website (www.lawrence.edu/fast/finklerm).

As befits most seminar courses, this course emphasizes class discussion in addition to a variety of writing assignments.  Such discussion plays an important role in satisfying the speaking intensive competency requirement; therefore, students are expected to attend and be prepared for each class. The syllabus contains the relevant reading assignments for each period for the first eight weeks of the course; minor changes might occur.  From October 2nd onward, one student will be assigned to lead the discussion for each work studied; a second student will be designated as the primary respondent.  Additionally, we will have several days of discussion in which all students will be expected to contribute.
Grading emphasizes both written (55%) and oral (45%) work as follows:

Written Assignment


Due


% of Grade
1. Prospectus for Policy Paper

October 20


10


(3-5 pages with bibliography)

2. Country analysis (3-5 pages)

October 31


10
3. Domestic Policy analysis (3-5 pages)
November 25 or December 4
10
4. Final Paper




December 12 (8:30 AM)
25
Oral Responsibilities
1. Present and defend a policy position (Week 9 and 10)


15

2. Lead and participate in seminar discussions



30
	Date
	Topic
	Reading 1
	Reading 2
	Reading 3

	September 25
	Intro &

Background
	Cutler, chapter 1

	ARHQ 
	Altman/ Levitt

#4

	September 30
	History of Health Care Reform
	Starr  #5
	Fuchs & Emanuel
#6
	NEJournal
Health-of-the-Nation

	October 2
	Health Determinants
	Cutler Ch 2 -5
	Frontline – Sick Around the World
	

	October 7
	Policy Analysis
	Munger Ch 1-2 

On reserve
	Stone Intro&Ch 1
On reserve
	

	October 9
	Fundamental Reform
	Kitzhaber Lecture


	Wcdb.us/unfinished-business-long.html

	October 14
	Financial Basics
	Furman 

(HA 622-632)
	Steuerle 
(HA 633-644)
	Anderson
(HA,Vol 26,#5)

1481-1489

	October 16
	Access
	“Insuring America” #20 
	Newhouse #21
	Hadley et al.
HA w399

Aug 2008

	October 21
	The World
	The Netherlands
(HA 771-781)
	Switzerland –Herzlinger & Reinhardt (NEJM-Sept 04)
	Other Countries

	October 23
	Politics of Health Care
	Feldstein-ch 34

#27
	Vladeck
#29
	HA May/June 2008

	October 28
	The Triple Aim
	O’Kane et al.

(HA 749-758)
	Berwick et al., (HA 759-769)
	Toussaint – guest lecturer

	October 30
	Election 2008
	HA May/June 2008
	Oberlander, NEJ
	HA Weblog

	November 6
	Economics of Health Care
	Cutler Ch 6-10
	Feldstein–ch3-5 #27
	

	November 11
	Four Options
	Furman/Rubin 

Brookings
	Anderson/Waters

Brookings
	Who’s Got the

Cure? Four Options for Universal Cov

	November 13
	Continued
	Butler

Brookings
	Emanuel/Fuchs

Brookings
	

	November 18
	The States
	Aaron/Butler

(HA 725-735)
	Weil

(HA 736-747)
	Gruber on MASS Brookings/Cure

	November 20
	
	
	
	

	November 25
	Presentations
	
	
	

	December 2
	Presentations
	
	
	

	December 4
	Presentations
	
	
	

	December  12
	Final Paper Due
	
	
	


