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Prospectus for Econometrics Paper
Due October 2nd

The term paper is a way for students to gain a better understanding of the application of econometric techniques presented in Economics 380.  The ultimate product will be a 10-15 page
 research paper in which econometric analyses are applied to a particular economic question using a data set. The process of writing the term paper begins with investigation of the types of economics questions students might wish to investigate.  Importantly, each student is expected to pose his or her own questions, ones of particular interest to that student.  

If you so choose, you may submit an introductory/ thesis paragraph or paragraphs, which might become part of your term paper prospectus. Each introductory paragraph should be clear and contain a focused, manageable thesis, as it represents what you plan to investigate.  Similarly, the key terms should be clear:  avoid thesis statements that have often-used but vague, broad and / or unmeasurable concepts – such as “welfare”, “better off”, “situation”, “development”, “associated with”, or “globalization.” Please submit the aforementioned to me for review prior to submission of the full prospectus.

The prospectus (see the assignment sheet) provides an explanation of your thesis, your literature review, and the specific data sets and variables that you have located that will help answer whether or not your thesis is statistically supported.  The essential point of the proposal is to convince me that you have a clear question and a feasible project.  Avoid vague, ill-defined, fuzzy concepts, and provide clear references to known sets of data that measure the concepts you are analyzing.  Of course, you do not have the actual data or the results yet, so you cannot offer an “answer”, but you should be clear about what you expect the results to be.  
The next stage of the paper (the “first draft”) incorporates revisions to the proposal, and also adds in the first set of actual data analyses.  The variables should be clearly defined and described, and the analyses should include descriptive statistics for the variables, the most relevant graphs, and the results of the initial (simplest) econometric specifications of your model.  There must be an intelligent discussion of what the results imply about the likely validity of the economic theory, and a discussion of what the results imply about whether there is a statistical problem that you need to correct in the final draft.  This first draft is due by Friday, October 30th. 

The final paper is due on Monday, November 11th by 4:00 P.M.  It incorporates all the necessary changes to the previous submissions, including the more sophisticated considerations, careful analysis of the evidence supporting (or contradicting) the economic proposition.  If any obvious unresolved problems remain, they should be forthrightly and intelligently discussed.
� The text portion will be 10-15 pages; the paper’s graphs and tables will make the overall paper much longer.





