Economics of Medical Care

M. Finkler

Policy Paper #3
The Uninsured and Access to Care

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation has funded many efforts related to covering the uninsured.  Currently, it challenges policy makers to provide health insurance coverage for all Americans that is affordable; is inclusive of necessary, appropriate, and effective health care services; is continuous and portable; promotes high quality and cost-effective health care; and is based on shared responsibilities between the public and private sectors, and individuals.
You are to write a position paper on the uninsured and access to care.  The primary objective is to inform a U.S. Senator or Congressman, through the use of economic arguments and evidence, about these policy matters and potential responses.  Obviously, political calculations are critical to successful policy adoption but not for this paper.

Class on Wednesday, November 4th and topic #3 will be devoted to three subtopics:

1) Understanding the character of those without health insurance and the implications for both access to care and health

2) The potential cost of insuring those not covered

3) Policies to reduce the number of uninsured and to improve access to care

Volumes of material have been written on these subjects.  Three useful sources are: The Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured (www.kff.org), Health Affairs www.healthaffairs.org , and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (www.rwjf.org/coverage). 
Students will be expected to have read the following background material (partial references):

· “The Uninsured: A Primer, ”  www.kff.org/uninsured/7451.cfm
·  “Hard Times and Health Insurance: How many Americans will be Uninsured by 2010?,”  Health Affairs, Volume 28, w573-w577 
· “Access and Affordability: An Update on Health Reform in Massachusetts,” Health Affairs, Volume 28, w578-w587  
·  “Covering the Uninsured in 2008:Current Costs, Sources of Payment and Incremental Costs?,”  Health Affairs, Volume 27, w399-w415
The body of the paper must be typewritten, not exceed five double-spaced pages, and use a font no smaller than 12 point.  You may, however, add graphs, tables, and appendicies if you so choose.  As in previous papers, use the parenthetical form of referencing along with a complete reference list.  Papers should be sent to me on line by 9:30 AM on Monday, November 9th. Grammatical and other mechanical errors will reduce the value of your paper.

