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Spring 2012

Urban Economics

Office:

Briggs Hall 216

Phone:

6664 

Office Hours:  MWF 2:00 – 3:00 or by appointment

Homepage:
www.lawrence.edu/fast/finklerm
Textbook:
O'Sullivan, Arthur M., Urban Economics (O), (8th Edition.) 

McGraw Hill Irwin, 2012 – version customized for this course (spiral or ebook)
Glaeser, Edward, Triumph of the City (G), Penguin Press, 2012


This course addresses the growth and decline of a variety of urban areas as well as land use patterns and structure within urban areas.  The first portion of the course develops an analytical framework for consideration of why cities grow or stagnate.  In the second portion of the course, attention will turn to how land use and structure within urban areas are influenced by a host of economic, technological and policy factors.  Finally, the course will turn to a discussion of topics related to urbanization and economic growth.   

Since this course satisfies the general education speaking intensive requirement, students will have three opportunities to demonstrate their abilities to present oral economic arguments.  First, they will analyze the economic strengths and weaknesses of cities in the United States and recommend steps to improve the economic vitality of such cities.  Secondly, they will conduct similar analyses on the economies of large metropolitan areas, either inside or outside the United States. Presentations will take place in the 4th and 8th weeks.  Students will work in pairs for the first presentation and may choose to work individually or in pairs for the second analysis.  Finally, they will engage in seminar/Freshman Studies style discussion of Edward Glaeser’s Triumph of the City.  

The primary text (O'Sullivan) selected for this course develops the fundamental, neoclassical analytical tools and uses them to address the aforementioned topics. We will be using a customizedsubset of chapters from the 8th edition. As noted above, we also will discuss Glaeser’s provocative book, Triumph of the Cities. Articles from a variety of publications including a World Bank publication entitled Urbanization and Growth will supplement the text and be available electronically on my website.  See my website (www.lawrence.edu/fast/finklerm) as well as the next page for some useful website references.



The mechanics of the course are as follows:


Item




Due Date


% of Grade
Mid-term Exam



April 25



25%

Final Exam




June 6




30%

Two Presentations



Weeks 4 and 8



30%

Participation in Policy Discussion

Mostly Weeks 9 and 10

10%


Tentative Syllabus

Topic



Reading


  Date(s)
1.  
The Rise and Decline of Cities
  
a. Introduction and scope

O 1, review appendix
March 26, 28

b. Why do cities exist?

O 2


March 28, 30
  
c. Why do firms cluster?
 
O 3, Porter

April 2, 4

d. What influences city size?

O 4


April 6, 9
  
e. Urban growth


O 5, G1, G2

April 11, 13
Oral Presentations:



US Cities

April 16, 18, 20

f. Cities, creativity & Entrepreneurship Florida, Glaeser 
April 23
Midterm Exam 






April 25
2. 
The Structure of Urban Areas

 a. The market for land

O 6


April 27, April 30
Midterm Reading Period


No Class

May 4

 b. Competing land use

O 7


May 2, 7

 c. Growth controls and Zoning
O 9


May 9, 11
Oral Presentations: 


Global Cities


May 14, 16, 18
3.
Urban Growth – Global Context


a. Urbanization and Growth

World Bank, Ch 1
May 21

b. Triumph of the City

G 3,4,5


May 23


c. Triumph of the City


G 6,7,8 

May 25

Memorial Day



No Class

May 28

e. Triumph of the City


G 9, Conclusion
May 30
Review







June 1
Final Exam







June 6
A Few Useful Websites
Urbanization and Growth, the World Bank http://www.growthcommission.org/index.php
Brookings Center on Urban & Metropolitan Policy www.brookings.edu/metro/metro.htm
Urban Institute www.urbaninstitute.org 

American Enterprise Institute www.aei.org  
Regulation www.cato.org/pubs/regulation/index.hrml
Urban Futures.org  www.urbanfutures.org
Urban Sprawl www.csus.edu/indiv/w/wassmerr/sprawl.htm
Bureau of Labor Statistics www.bls.gov
Matthew Kahn’s blog http://greenspace.blogspot.com
The Bellows: approaching the city http://www.ryanavent.com/blog/
